
The Author

Mr. M.V. Kamath has had a long career as a 
reporter, foreign correspondent and editor, having 
served in Bombay, Delhi, Bonn, Paris, Geneva, 
United Nations (New York) and Washington 
D.C. During different times he has been editor of 
Free Press Bulletin, Free Press Journal, United Asia 
(Contributing editor), Sunday Times of India and 
The Illustrated Weekly of India.

Mr. Kamath has authored over 40 books on a  
wide range of subjects, including history, 
politics, journalism and fiction. He has  
chronicled the history of three banks –  
The Canara Bank, The Corporation Bank and  
The Saraswat Urban Cooperative Bank.  
Among the personalities he has written 
biographies of are: Henry Kissinger, T. A. Pai, B. G. 
Kher, Ramakrishna Bajaj, G. V. Mavlankar,  
Lala Charat Ram, Ahalya Bai Holkar and Sai Baba 
of Shirdi. He has just completed the history of the  
Mumbai Port Trust.

His books on journalism are prescribed text books 
in many Institutes of Mass Communication. His 
book on The Philosophy of Death and Dying has 
been translated into Gujarati, Marathi and Korean 
and his book on Sai Baba into Spanish and Hindi.

In 1953 he was elected President of the Bombay 
Union of Journalists. He is a founder – member 
of the Foreign Correspondents’ Association, 
Washington DC, a trustee of the Dr T. M. A. 
Pai Foundation and a member of the Executive 
Committee of the Manipal Academy of Higher 
Education (MAHE) which is a Deemed University 
and of the Heras Society.

He is the recepient of several awards such as the 
Karnataka Rajya Prashasthi for Journalism,  
The Tilak-Moharray Journalism Award and the 
Vidyadhiraj Award as well as the ‘Samaj Bhushan’ 
title conferred by the Udupi Matadhipathis.

He currently writes for over a dozen newspapers 
and periodicals.

Tides of Time, a volume of the history of the 
Mumbai port traces the growth and development of 
the port city from a tiny fishing village to an island 
city and eventually blossoming into a premier centre 
of trade and commerce. The development of the port 
played a tremendous role in the progress of the city 
and surrounding areas. Soon ship building activities 
flourished and the ships built by the master builders- 
the Wadias, sailed the world over.

Port development, had its own shares of ups and 
downs. Wars, famines, plague, recession, strikes 
and a major explosion in the dock, were some of the 
setbacks. The port survived them all emerging like 
a phoenix and rising to great heights and prosperity 
through a process of evolution and modernisation.

The book places emphasis on unionisation of dock 
labour at the height of the nationalist movement, 
which gathered strength and finally brought about 
cordiality in management-labour relations.

The book traces the milestones in port development 
and provides deep and fascinating insights-hitherto 
unknown, into its long history.
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Mumbai Port — known as the ‘Gateway of India’ or the ‘Nations

Window to the outside World’ — has made a significant contribution

to the nation’s trade and commerce. Strategically situated at the mid-

point on the west coast and gifted with a magnificent natural

harbour of 400 sq kms Mumbai Port has been the country’s premier

port for several decades.

The Mumbai (Bombay as it was then known) Port Trust was

constituted on 26.06.1873 for the administration of the affairs of the

port and to take care of the interest of trade endangered by the

possession by private companies of a monopoly of landing and

shifting facilities.

On its constitution the port management immediately set about

constructing facilities to service the trade. First came the Prince’s

Dock in 1880 followed by Victoria Dock in 1888. With these two wet

docks in operation, concentration was on development of other

infrastructure facilities, equipment, transportation and storage. The

deepening of the Suez Canal hastened the growth of trade which in

its wake brought in deep drafted vessels. Taking cognizance of this

change, the Port Trust constructed Alexandra Dock, now known as

Indira Dock, in 1914, with 9.14 metres draft in the basin and an

entrance lock providing for berthing of ships round the clock. Road

and railway infrastructure was added to handle the increasing traffic

with the port’s own railway running from Wadala to Ballard Pier

serving all the cargo berths in the docks and the passenger berth at

Ballard Pier and linked with the main railway network thereby

providing connectivity to the entire country.

The Port has now 50 berths in the three dock systems mentioned

above for handling of general cargo and containers and 6 berths for

liquid cargo at Jawahar Dweep and Pir Pau with various crafts and

equipment for handling of the ships and cargo and covered storage

accommodation of approximately 3.5 lakhs sq mtrs and open storage

spaces of approximately  5  lakh  sq mtrs. The Port also provides

modern ship repair facilities through its two dry docks.

The Mumbai Port has provided the base for development of the

city with employment opportunities and commercial and financial

trade. It has been a major factor in Mumbai becoming the

commercial and financial capital of India. A number of Public roads

in the city were originally constructed by Mumbai Port trust and

handed over to the Municipal Corporation. The Mumbai Port Trust

made a significant contribution that has been recognised a

commemorative stamp to mark the 125th anniversary of Mumbai

Port Trust.
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served in Bombay, Delhi, Bonn, Paris, Geneva, 
United Nations (New York) and Washington 
D.C. During different times he has been editor of 
Free Press Bulletin, Free Press Journal, United Asia 
(Contributing editor), Sunday Times of India and 
The Illustrated Weekly of India.

Mr. Kamath has authored over 40 books on a  
wide range of subjects, including history, 
politics, journalism and fiction. He has  
chronicled the history of three banks –  
The Canara Bank, The Corporation Bank and  
The Saraswat Urban Cooperative Bank.  
Among the personalities he has written 
biographies of are: Henry Kissinger, T. A. Pai, B. G. 
Kher, Ramakrishna Bajaj, G. V. Mavlankar,  
Lala Charat Ram, Ahalya Bai Holkar and Sai Baba 
of Shirdi. He has just completed the history of the  
Mumbai Port Trust.

His books on journalism are prescribed text books 
in many Institutes of Mass Communication. His 
book on The Philosophy of Death and Dying has 
been translated into Gujarati, Marathi and Korean 
and his book on Sai Baba into Spanish and Hindi.

In 1953 he was elected President of the Bombay 
Union of Journalists. He is a founder – member 
of the Foreign Correspondents’ Association, 
Washington DC, a trustee of the Dr T. M. A. 
Pai Foundation and a member of the Executive 
Committee of the Manipal Academy of Higher 
Education (MAHE) which is a Deemed University 
and of the Heras Society.

He is the recepient of several awards such as the 
Karnataka Rajya Prashasthi for Journalism,  
The Tilak-Moharray Journalism Award and the 
Vidyadhiraj Award as well as the ‘Samaj Bhushan’ 
title conferred by the Udupi Matadhipathis.

He currently writes for over a dozen newspapers 
and periodicals.

Tides of Time, a volume of the history of the 
Mumbai port traces the growth and development of 
the port city from a tiny fishing village to an island 
city and eventually blossoming into a premier centre 
of trade and commerce. The development of the port 
played a tremendous role in the progress of the city 
and surrounding areas. Soon ship building activities 
flourished and the ships built by the master builders- 
the Wadias, sailed the world over.

Port development, had its own shares of ups and 
downs. Wars, famines, plague, recession, strikes 
and a major explosion in the dock, were some of the 
setbacks. The port survived them all emerging like 
a phoenix and rising to great heights and prosperity 
through a process of evolution and modernisation.

The book places emphasis on unionisation of dock 
labour at the height of the nationalist movement, 
which gathered strength and finally brought about 
cordiality in management-labour relations.

The book traces the milestones in port development 
and provides deep and fascinating insights-hitherto 
unknown, into its long history.
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Erected : Oct 1874
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