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MUMBAI PORT TRUST 
( TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT ) 

 
 

No.TM/B/10-15/18        of 2013-14         21st October, 2013 
 

 
 

C I R C U L A R 
 
 

Indian Ship Breakers Association, 
Iron & Steel and Ship Breakers Association of India, 
All  Ship Breakers 
 
 
 

Sirs, 
 

   Sub : Ship Breaking activity at Mumbai Port – 
    Review of ship breaking policy. 
      -------- 
 
 Vide circular No.TM/B/10-15/3 dated 15.04.13, the revised policy for ship 
beaching/breaking at Mumbai Port was circulated wherein one of the item was 
not to allow beaching/breaking of chemical tankers/POL tankers/Passenger 
vessels/Reefer vessels and Fishing trawlers. 
 

2. Pursuant to the representations received from many of the ship breakers 
as well as the Indian Ship Breakers Association, the matter has been reviewed 
and it has been decided to allow beaching/breaking of product oil tankers with 
the exception of LPG/CNG tankers on an experimental basis for a period of 06 
months subject to compliance of the following conditions : 
 

a) Vessel should have a gas free certificate for man entry, port entry and hot 

work from the Controller of Explosives or an organization authorized by 

him. 
 

b) Gas free detectors, which are hand held are not sufficient testers as the 

sampling tube is very narrow and the air sample is only taken from a small 

space and thus gives a random reading only. Hence before entry into any 

compartment, the compartment (tank) should be force ventilated by means 

of heavy duty exhaust fans. 
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c) Petroleum residues may be concealed under beams and stiffners may 

remain undetected.  Hence, it is necessary to hose down the compartment 

thoroughly. 
 

d) Before cutting, the section needs to be submerged under water so that any 

explosives or inflammable vapours that may be trapped are removed. 
 
 

e) All pipelines should be flushed thoroughly and all valves kept in the open 

position to allow escape of any trapped inflammable or explosive vapours. 
 

f) Before commencement of cutting any section or compartment, a gas free 

certificate is to be obtained even if it means multiple sampling and testing. 
 
 

g) Sufficient amount of suitable approved fire fighting equipments with 

bountiful supply of water along with fire hose running water arrangement is 

to be kept standby for immediate use at all times.  The fire hoses should 

have sprinkler type nozzles.  Sufficient number of portable foam fire 

extinguishers to be kept standby near at hand with the workers knowing 

how to use them.  At least ten buckets filled with stand also to be kept 

standby at all times. 
 

h) Breathing apparatus and resuscitators to be kept handy and at least two 

persons, who are well conversant with their use to be present at all times. 

 

i) Sufficient first aid equipments for burns and asphyxia is kept ready at the 

site of cutting at all times along with a responsible person, who has a 

recognized first aid certificate. 
 

j) It would be advisable to have an ambulance and medical care, which can 

be availed at very short notice. 
 

k) All operations to be carried out under the supervision, control and 

responsibility of a suitably qualified person, who will be held liable and 

accountable for any incident or breach of safety precautions.   

 

3. The breaking and removal of broken material of tanker from the plot shall 

be as per the regulated period of 1300 LDT per month instead of 900 LDT per 

month. 
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4. The above precautions shall be in addition to the conditions already listed 
in the circular dated 15.04.13.  Dy. Traffic Manager, Bunders and his officers / 
staff shall carry out regular inspection and ensure compliance of the conditions 
listed above for beaching/breaking of tankers and ship breaking plots of Mumbai 
Port Trust. 
 
5. You are requested to inform your members accordingly. 
 
 
 
         Yours faithfully, 
           
          Sd/- 
             ( S.S. SHIRALKAR ) 
            SR. DY. TRAFFIC MANAGER 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


